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Map 12979 is no longer available. It is a reduced reproduction 
of the eastern half of the Soviet map AZERBAYDZHANSKAYA SSR 1:600,000 
GUGK, Tbilisi, 19!?2 — which is merely a general orientation map. 
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THE 3AFTJ « A3TARA. C0A3TAL PEGION 


X,. Introdi.i c1-. loc 

Thia stiicy is m anaJysis o.f 3elacted geocraphic aopects of the 
iteku istara Coastal I'jegion of the Aaerbaydzhan S3R e The regioa is 
located along the westem shore of the Casoian, stretching frora Baku 
soutfcward to fl stara on the USSR - Iranian border« It extends in land 
for a distance of aoprojciinately 15 n&lesa 
II o Terrain 


Tho Baku - Astora Coastal Re.gion can be divided into three -najor 


physical areae, naaoly (1) the northem area, which talces in all of the 
re*Lon north cf the Pirsagat Valley and which inclades a narrow coastal 
plain fcacked V.jr outliers of the Great Cauoasus Range, (2) the ceunral 


lowland which sx'oenda south froai the Piraagat Valley to Leriko.ran% and 
(3) the southem .area which includes a rnarshy cosstal helt hetween 


Lenkoran* and Astara backed fcy the Talysh Range 0 


A., Korthem Area 

lliUlCMKM alW>. -A - ->*■*. H— 

The aorthem area consists of two sub-areas — a iiarrsw, 

£;andy coastal plain and the rauch larger inland sufc-area of rolling 
highlands with nusaerous volcanic hills and salt lake basins (Figure l) e 
The coastal sti-ip between Baku and tbe Pirsagat River Valley is 
c haracte rised by a narrow beacb -with sweeping bays, sfcarp capes, ;oid 
offshore volcaoic or sand islandso The gradual lowering of the level 


■ '.i 
; | 
■: l 
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of the Caspi-an in recent years has resnlted in a considerable increase 
of newly expoSed y poorly drained land ne-ar the water’s edge» Soathward 
from Mys (Cape) Shikhov the coastal lcwland lies below raean sea level 
anc varies in width frora about 2/3 of a nile to 5 rAles® 

Pre-World War II data described Mys Shikhov as a cape wkere hills 
carae dpwn to the eclje of the 3ea<> However, raore recent infomaticr. 
indicates that as the level of the Caspian lowered a narrow beach enserged 
bstween the hi'13 s and sea, ar.d a forn»r inlet into southern Baku haa 
disappearedo 

Ed.rectly west of the hilly southern part of Baku is Dolina lasaraal, 
the north-south valley which lies below sea level^ Dolina Yasaras.1 
flares out to the southwest where it is occupied by 3 interconnected 
salt lakes., The salt lakes are surrounded by a lowland, which consists 
of an exti-enely narrov strip on the inland side and a 3omewhat wider, 
unbroken bar seavard. Elevations along the sandy bar between the lakes 
and sea vary from 35> feet above sea level tc about 90 feet belcw .. Two 
ehannel inarkers are lccated cn the bar southeast of Qzero KrasnoviSc 
East of Puta ia Qora Lok Baton, a circular depression**topped, raud 
volcano that rises r>bout ?>CG feet; it is surrounded ty an irregular 
rnarshy lowland which is below sea levol. Lok Baton is a domant volcano 
which erupted as late as 1935« Prom Puta Village, the low-lying coastal 
belt extends southwestward to the village of Sangachly, Along the sdge 
of the sandy beach slevations are as lovr a? 90 feet below sea levclo 
Elevations of the sal.ty raarsh land t-oward the interior inc3"ea:3e gradually 

2, , ' M 
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to sea level and then rise abruptly 'on the flanks of isolated mud 
voleano outliers ;f the Caucasus Mountains. 

of Bangachly , the ahcreiine has 3 bays f one north of 
Rsngachel, c«ie batw.sun Sangachai anc. ffys Alyat-Sosa, a thirfi* on 
Rbieh tbe to«tt of A iyaty \Alyat ) is lccatrd, southvrest of 
Aiyat-Sasa. 'lise ea?»e and fcay part of the j_cvland coast is a dry 
■ajres. marked by strdhete&s af s&nd dunes> revlaes reacteing to ttee 8&B., 
a profusiou j.f saiujj. fcij.lccks nortfc of Kys- Alyat-Kosa> an ti steep 
aatural esfcank«ents (saa terraces) soutte cf Mys Sangachal and neex 
. -..iyaty . SXevatlors range froK. 35 feet below sea level to sea ievel. 
_lypes 2 geatifc. Widttes of tne iowlaad vaiy from about i Jtile near 

St-igacfciy to apprcxiarateiy 4 l/s miles at %s Alyat-Kosa. 

Fo’rr islands ane an oil well piatfora lie athwart the entrance to 
Baicu Bay . Froio east to vest the lslands are ; Ostrov Feschanyy (the 
.iargest ) ; :i Osti*ov Vul. ’f> Ostrov Plita> aad OstroV Nsrgin. All totxr 
j.s.;.ands are pari.ly saady- Ostrov Nargia has a ralative relief of ubout 
feet und has a -light houae end a nmber cf channel markers . Qstrov 
Plita al.so has a light hcmse. Northeast of Mys Shikhov offshore cil 

toUs . lie cl0Be tc fche nsinland, and oil drilling operations are b<iing 
ecasducted on and around. Nargin Xsland. 

Midway fcetween Sangacfcal and Kys Alyat-Kcsa and afcout J l/2 
miles offsho.'e is the lcv flat island , Ostrov Dur'annyy . Two low 
islanfis lie directJy east of Mys Alyat-Kosa; the first is less thar, 

& rniie frcm the mainland., and fche second, Ostrov Bulla, whici.. has a 

- 3 - 
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ligbt on its aastem shore , is a’oout 7 1/2 miles froia the raaialand. 
Ostrov Glinyanyy is a pan-shaped island sbout 2 miles directly west 
of Aiyaty. The westem part of the island is low end s&ndyj tfce 
•••ei&tive relief is 55 feet # a rnnge froos -65 fcet to 10 feet ibout 

nca ievel * 

Iidand fron xi.is co&etal strip ara rolling fcighl&nds containing 
numeroua circu.:ia> stecp •-sided volcanic fcills> salt lake fcasins, 

•• :ntemlttef-t .?t feas: vall cys , &ad preci pitous canyons reacfcing to the 


fi' 4 - salt l.-iiies : whicfc are- fed 'oy iatarmittent etiwwaB, li* a 
yeri- 5 © of deprtJEi.rcs 15 aiies vast of Beku. Tfce aaore prmiuent siils 
• i. (i acei t 1,o th* 2.o*;i and fise to ele*/atioc-s of 700 to 1300 fee'. . Scrae 
»..«r taese Mllu n-e &:id volcanoee with fairly steep slopes vfcich i:,. 
•r.iaces becoias precvpitous. Many of tfcese fc.iils have bee.i deeply 
scarred by ravinee . Prominent jieaks along the coast to ube eouth ci 
Baku issiude tora U>a-8aton (Figure 2), about 300 feet fcigh i Gora 
TakhTjaly—Kays : . cat ; e.en Pota and Jtara—D&g, 1 feet in « 1 . e v& t i on 
fjora Tcrmgly -A S&tar -aa , 3-65 feet; and Gora Oenan Bogy Dag (Gcra 
caligli or tfce ms ta,rp) , esceeding ,8^5 feetj Gora Kyagnita-Dag, t 
circular oountain with a thurab-like Bcuthem extension, 1,310 fee... 
Gora GichU-Dag, 660 feet, Gora Kir-Dag, 660 feet, Gora Kotur-Dag, 
t. peak with a 3ong, mifa-like ridge on tfce north side that lies 1 
ailes .northeaet of Aiyaty, 720 feet-. 

Toward the interior of tfct- Baku - Astara Region peaks hecassc 
higher and clos-er togethcr. Tfce two highest peaks are Gora Taura.jc..y , 


- k - 
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9 nilee vea* of dangachly, 1,315 feet; and Gora Kalender-Tapa , a 
aiud volcano 6 *Uea north-northvest of Gora Tauragay , 3 ,730 iset 
high. siopes of 50 to 80 percent are cowmon in the veEt. Tbe 
eouthern edge 0 f the highland area ende abruptly at the Pirsagat 

Eiver « 

B . Cent ral ftr ea 

Tl).e oentraJL t r-a is hasically a level lowland vhich sxtends 
6 outh fnxu the Pirsagat Valley- Hear Prishihinskoye the lc^Land 
begins to taper until at Lenkoran* it consists of a 5 ^trip hetveen 
the Talyah Range ar*d the sea. The area includes the v/ide flood p.tain 
and deita of fhe lover Kura. The major exceptions are a fev lsohit.ed 
low hills and the hiily area injmediately saath of Kavagi, whica ia an 
outlying Bpur of the Caucasus Mountalna. Practically all of the 
lovland liee helow the aaean level of the Black Sea. Thc major types 
of lowland terrain features include svamps, marshy raeadovs, atrearas 
with in®ercept£ble divides, an extensive area of eand dunes, iov 
narrov ridges, lakes , and streejas. VJiere irrigation ls avai-.ahl. 
some of the laad is intensiveLy eultivated. Beaches, capes, bay*, 
deltas , bars , spits, and offshore islands are common coastal landforms . 

From Havagi (about 100 feet above sea ievel) the Pirsagat Ri^er 
Jaliey slopes gradually to the Caspian shore (85 feet belov sea 
level) . Southeast of Navagi, the valley constricts to a vxdth .■.! S 
miles tben f&sns out again. Small patches of sand and a»vshy meadovland 
are fea.tures cf uhe lower valley . 

4 
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5«he pyom.lm t iiighlawis 'jet-reen the • irsagat Valiey and .the 

A lyety - ili-EayraasIi re.Ilroa-i &re doainf.te-’d by Gora Bol'shoy 
? 

Mish<?v> a stod 'kii cano ffiountain <laeply sc&rred fcy innumerable \ :anyoas 
*aS ravinee , ’iiiis geat riaea more ttoan 9&> ^® et afc ove the nfM*3T 
I owland f and aiepas of bo percent in ®any places . Tbe rfugh hlil 


land exten&s i%|3ivurd fro® Gora Bol'sfcoy Misfcov and culstin&tf s i& the 

ciffcuisx mul v-f.lcauc > Gora Kalmaaj which naa s. bel^t of 655|. feefc- It> 

: | | 

%o& } feaa (ower 50 percent) and ie deeply cut hy- mmroos 

:■ ' I 

•ajarges ■ . | 

Tne coaat|.L configurRtios -'sceth pf Alyaty to tfce Kure. dpts 
consiste of wids eweeping l»y«j •£ oid capee (Kys Pirtagpt and My* 

? ' I 

nyandovan) a»# a new one tsourtn ot Mgw Piwagst **• fora«d repently aa 
•ifcte sea reoedelu Sandy beachea and m&riue terracea prevadi ^ong the 

i 4 I 

Alyaty - Kura coast. A series of sra&li , low islandE are alsc oncoiwteraa 

t I 

®.t various dic|pnoo3 off ahcre . Both Mya Piraagat and Mys By^ndovun 

sre diatincf iw| .landmftrka afcove tha adjaoemt aea aad Iowland| Ihe 
relative rolie| of Oora ffimmn-Dag at 'Hy» Pirsagat Is about |60 foet* 

! . ■ . . : , i ' 

froni 65 feet hflow sea levei to 195 feet above* The hill at|?dys Ejrardovan 

| | 

rises froa ai»4s3 60 feet to 155 foet abov® sea leveli ta«» r®|ative : relief 
4 ' ■ . ■ I i 

ts th.ua 235 fe^'lo Saar the village of Byaadovan^ midway botfcen tbeee 

£ capes# 0>rs .fos-Dag (Gora Akh-2yvyr) exceeds 390 feet in ei&ratipn and 

has a total ref.'lel“ of 475 feet. A ridge exbension ©f Oora Bfi-*Dag 

reaohes the oooj.H t at Byandovan and continues south to the S5 s|lX 1 hlll Oora 

Zayaeh'ya whlchfhae & relatlvr relief of 110 feet- Kowhere e|ise alpng 

f I 

the shore from Alye.ty to Lerikoran’ do elevations exceed neari feea 

level. ! : t' I ■' 
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The Kuraj dslta projects southeasfcvard -'-■t'ov’.t 10 miles lieydnd a« 
otherrflse sfcijpigjhfc portion of the coast line. Most o£ fche Sdeita ; : is, 
awamplfuid whifch llm €5 to 8C fttet &elcw sea level. A ea»t%' fear 
sepasates fatopinsko/e ttxm tan *e», end in max& pXades asrine 

I ' ; i 

tarraae's jmrallel ifca. eiiore. , 'Phe a:me of the Kura. River are often 
pf.rallele& by mtural leveee. 

Soutfc of ! tirsegafc RiVwr anl heeini fche coastal strip is a 
9-aile wi.de eonfcairtisg sand duaea, saXt pans , and passi'dl* 

S'wamps# whicfa. to sithin a fow ailes of the Kura Rivdr. la 

I 

addit ica fco ti* dunes , other ras-^or ' :?eXief featuree are oud voXcaaoes 
a-ad eacfcinct vo^catioeg. Avsrage relwtive reiief in thls sajp^y waahe 

t . 

i : v 

iaod is about 10 feev . 

West and eoufch of tbe sandy eor«tal sone ia the Kura - Akushe.' 

fclley oeeupie^. hy a large mze of atreaas, irrigafcion canale# 

• ' ' ' | ,■:;!! !■ 

Iminage difcchas ? smaspfi, dlkes,, levees ,* as well as a fev lake* » 
-slevafcioKS are 'genemlly Iw, arvd reiative relief is signifi«ti»*- 
>r;iy aiong rivajr ■bank ievevs , tiie steep-sided oid sfcream cha.mels, or 
■>» a few 3B»11 jsnd or exfcinct volcanoes. The volcanic- ridge 'k miles 
oasfc of' Sal’yany# wifch- points 130 fest afeove the adjacent fidc4 plain 
of the Kura, is the site of nmny old hurial mounds 3 to J0 fetfc Mgh« 
t’-ora Kyursanga^ja circular hill .12 ailes directly west of Byacdovaa, 
risea 250 feefc ibcve the surroinding plaln and has kO percent slopes . 
Xfc has s dease p&tfce-ra of deep disseetiou. 

The exact deliBiitafclon of tfce coa3fc befcween the mouth of fche 

I :[.■■' ' !' '{ ' ; i 

Kura and Lenkorau ' cannot fee ascertained, but it ie knovn thau much 


* 7 - 

3-S~C~B~S~T/CC!?TSOL 

Approved For Release 2001/09/03 : CIA-RDP79-01009A000500030001-3 



i • f * *i • • .r ..JMH «! . ■ ( i J • r :l (I 1 T- a t - S ■ 3 

. - - • i' „ . j'" •■*■ : i ■ ; j ■ t # 1 

| _ | j ; | j j 

Approved Foiiilease 2001/09/03 : CIA-RDP79-010olWffo0500030001-3 

I ^ . ,f J ■ f 

low L'Msd. h&.s r&s-aafciy expo&>$ V»y V.\*> recedlng Caspian. ; /Aliv 

IQxova> ih<* *d»y scsatfc cf ttie Kora <lo.lta has decra&sed in size 

| : } i f 

SO Sftt'h i II feii'. fOS'St'X' - O.T^dii vTS3u OL *3 tt 6 ij 

. ; I 

cfeei-ft Ostrcv li'iswwzldy * Ostrot B. *• OstJKnr • D&trov 

{ i 

*ars. ?aay iusre ^ # aod «xe xl :•'.“»'••* ut*e aow f-eirfc <tt tfe'-* **do.I&a3.. 

4 svauipy, .si i .w| f s*-icdy ..jwiaci rtU»£K tfce ba.y ai 3 eidee. ffct epit 
■Ste-lnaltoya toi-i eaplotofaag Kiro«e ®Ry to t'f-e ea»t # is silglitly »c«e 


j ? ' ? f ’f'gf ! 
; j ■ '' | '■Slj ] 


trtwas- 1 *Ui vil.e at ita m3frov*% pert- «kd has an tkverem of 

feet TcwrliMf £»a» e»eft i«wel. A aasady beach i’idge fc«a<;»4 hy ivaa^y low 
j .' ; ■ \ 

iand eacfceafts ?**fc S/ icha, -alao«t to Unkomn* » Cto^ i 

3? " ”o'.ca»oeE , w ascttrcst t h&ve heen tljsusl 50 j.’eet . 

' ■ ' ] ' • . |i •' 

itbove tim esirxfcjxdiig lfjad. K-03 A oi' the lowlaad bet.wees 'U*e : swaapy 

area of K.lr<>v*iiy 2H.pcfvedn.tk &nd Len'korsr' is devoted fco ‘ricfe 

r 

i •• , H' 

tte iong' etrefcch of rice 'fiel&e, vrttJi ttooir 


aiosely-f'O.racedj ma*ll tHbatik 


ie int.errupted in nany *** 


viatcbea of £>w®fe.p &jg 6 aaedow 3aad.‘ • I i 

C » ' Loiuthlira Ai'aa ; ! 

ihfc a.J^ttfchera ■ t-ea ie dinded into 2 dletinct th« 

mrrw, lcw< . «jjbtro®ica.i ooaetal plain sooth of Leskoimn'' .4a|d tlws 

i - y 1 l \ 

yugged i fc«*. 3 fcfed talysh eountalrjt- in tlae weat {Pigures 3 a » : '« M • 

" f 

Mo®t of' t :e lawiand ’oeit averages 1 Sthout % axlxes ln 'Hidifei . hat 

* ’l . : : 1 

' l • .5 ' i •• 

io. the soRtfe ifc fcptjlgae ovt to a width af 5*5 «ilee. Jhfe fcj^etetal • j jlain 

I ’ • * i S . ’ J ’ 

i ; ; | « 

liea below jne«|ti .sea ievel ana haa a gsntle slope dawn . the uea. 

®j» Caspian cobat line befcween LenkoraVs' anfi Astara is regfeipj? wiHh 

i - ' • ■ . : : ; ! I . ! 

T«ry f?v iade!*atloK*o. Afe the be&ch !ti# Isnd risea alighfcl^ 1-0 •» 


t - S - ! j ■ 

j a-®*c-a-g*/cdHSKX. ; i 

• j ' • .... || 
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20 feet) -beford iisetgptw ia the ^r's edge. Froa tb* Lenkd.’an’ 
{l*Rkorecfca ) i-wr to tae vliletge vf JCiolmili a beacfa texrfecn 
**pexai.@s tne 5ti*; rica iar4 frcm tlw- C&aj'.Um. Soath of KloXrt.ii .j 
%9 an 3fi*ch ridge it ]iU«;es caaOy a fw ysjr^ wioe - 

».-3 i-a-f’WeC 't>f r !<>.;:• ' iei-5iJ aad Sjr •*. Sjasjassahle swajsp. vfe{i?u ei:d.s 

3 ariXe* eof*th the Iraoiaa "borier .. -fhe tenk.oraa‘ Ritwer, ia, 

a swndy sro-jeoiia.,) wito a emU islano lying. the £ h**B of 

tae rive* . «4 **■«* £ - lao saody fcr a fiietance of noarl jy; P ailes 

t : ■ , ; f | 

noaffch of iistarA Oitay. ; | 

>'*{'.• istive rtlifsi' i.s sllght tfcror-agfrjat. the iowXand (Pi|'.awf' 5)* ®** 

.,./!■ r F ■ 

305^. tess?r»=.ic •f*ctture0 are & raMtbor 'of hi^i'hfea3$’ ;a|cmg 

; : ' f ' ; ! ! 

of t.bfj -JWi.rf.otts atrewns# e»S oXd ter.races.» ecno of w|,ich il.se 

'i .8 fcigh as .100? hait ebove' the Caspisa,. : , 


Aithott#! |tte ensts.ra edge of. the Talysh Bange is deiifaed 

thar'e ie a aot^cet'ihxe degtee c-f iiif J’ereBce the ^iruptaef^ with rfhich 

tho variowa pctttlm-; of tb* remm r .se frce 'She coHetal' In' the 

extraoe .aonh the yriae of the foothiUs ehove the plaitt ie| 
firadusl: flre iilles weat-northwest from. Lettkoran* a hiil :ri 3*;-'« ‘Tfel 
afcove 'bhej jaeejrl-jy- 1-ai/lettd ia a h.oritotttai distattee vf efrfys -■' i -'- 
penuXtiag in 4 V hve.'^age alcpe of 3^ porcent . M , 

Eo'ttth.of iljettkoj'att* the Talysh ttounfcaitts' rise ahrupt.Ty f*ta» 

',r ii: ■'■ ' ‘, v - , ■’ -.*? : ■ i I ■ 1 

cottsttsl pia.iti ! jPipjre $) iheveral pe-ais- tower nows thfth J0f)| fteet : 
-:ibcn r e ■ tha p.la|Ju A mounta.itt dtswctly rfest o? the ccaBtsi v| ilage : o.f 
JChutex-ki 1/2 mlle north of Tas&tenl) bae an el|;| r a,t|j*;, of.. 


.:> • E~CtR“E' -T. kHIK’RtK, 
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ravlnea 


Droc, 'Sm top. IHtb ar.,.e-; tc Avr: south a rsoontaiB b^’tw-e-su ttas 
1 

i 

•ow*r Ttes/urer# «* r?r tfee coa: tal jv, in is 985 f*.-t abovu r,ea 


'..•ev-i i. <srtd hto- kl-spty:! '::t f-xcess o? 5 C ncr ent. Bilgpt.).y ov«2| 1 alie 
•‘Crta a/‘ c«e ^un-lan bnfder, anotler W t p-clded wnnfUla r|s«e 

c | 

-jX> c-^5' . Fu: ci>j . a j*.:. and ,. 

■t £ 

j f 

So.v&n oi |.fciik<rraa<- eiev&tioiit= lm-rrM» mploly 2>c«p at«|ut 2,300 

r - 2t sit a dJ-otfcrsvv ,:f 3 adleB fixx tbe j.’arr: to h,oix> feefc c|f: a 

;; 5.3t- ,.rv. , <-s ■, p j :.&h tj/l to 5,000 f'iet ».t 17 »iiies iiuanl. |;.u-vetlons 

freater tfcmi’ %:tH' iieet sre fownd fws^utctly along the cresfj. of th« 

. f 

falysfi f$.ic 3 B».rKe tfae Sovlet -itaj}.; ar. "buunciar}'. fi-*sp $ t ox&3s, 

vf?rt;..c? ... 1 1S f ?* , ar.d eteap slofes c:j,i rs cterir.tic;£. of tfce- faarterti 

t 

I N 

Taiyofa f'ic-vnt-"-.uii.. ’With few eiccept toue , tie 3tre-aja val le./s a|r» deefciy 
ffatreccMd anrtdrf «e*y rmxow, ixmver, the flcod plttt oflnhe iovrer 
uenis.orar/ Sivr^ , tae wldth of wuic-i wcc**i 1/2 t#.u« U p..acefc. t extenAe 

■ f 

1 ui.'. vS lrtc .4'.; rouitJljts - B&st of Psrio cx at- the cci'.fL* .erv-^ oi 

anc. Q..iira SxK'ars, a pl&l.i j. -ail ; ^ide ar.d slightly 1 •BOrr 
fcfaan l Bile Irefcl beeu fo*iac-d aj<c la c-jnnected with the cU*-&al 
Lcu'l&nd b:v & usiir;* water gap* Th<. iower Asz&m Valiey (Figdre.t) 

.'■»&£; s. wldtn o: piowfc l/.i fflile as ae UcndiVtoagi.ya, 2-3/2 
,jr.st 3 f the ccafafca.L plain. j 

m * ^sssssskx. 


Info..rfc*,t;.on concemlng tire proncsunced drop of tha cjLsjplan 
■:«a level 5.ndi«il«a the cenflgoratiofa of the coestliju? a»d osisir.ore 
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isJLaaas bajj;changia si^blflctotly in reeent, yearS'^l^g' pf ;detaiXed 


1 ."-SL ? t J 




faiitoaUojt; Jfflwver j_ precludc.'S -accurate e,mJ.ysi,s aad de&cription of 


vJfci 

tlie ofeB'ttges t- " 




Caspistt Se« vas' repofl’ad to be >>£' f«et 




baicw /aeaa';se^."Xe^r.' 'Althottgh tlie Csfepiah' is. a; t^eifess'-seaj, it is 
suo&eely • to • .ajaiaifeX :n.«etuation» l‘be ra,nge thKftjgbottt i,he year is frcna 
13,5- t'o '2.1.5 iacbea. . *E9ie big he:»& Xevel oocturr aeia^Ttlie end of Jv.ne s 
ti» -itMefet .Xe^X' • ocmars between Jfentsary am& Maroh , ■ 

®afe fellowing' j^stvraE deacriptioris ©re • for nefearshoi*e approacjb.es 
to a nssiilvar of beacii areie betvsen Bate.u end Astara fhe appn«eb to ' 

-be be'ec.b a:.fea wt&t. of ffye Shikhov h*». f' at -bottOBWs^ s-dopee 
suOrimr&ad offsboK-c foair .Imwdiately ia fmrfc of the beaeb, Uebt curf, 

:iad dr fcffc to the v/c :,t •, tlva app.roa.cb to the beuefc e&st o.f Kys Sa.*agaehal 
Xvj .0 a f.Lai. bottoe,- &,• rocjgr reat 0..5 miie offifebore && tfcfe south, jpMexute 
sqji drif'j to tbe ouoth. ’fhe bppro&eb to the beaob ao'rti. v.f M»rg 


' fe' ' ' ' ; ,'d \ 




.i drift io "■■h.e $som.vh« vfae opproach to the t<each north ;;i >#vs 
.-.j.rs!rigat asit fXat -I k; tt oa»sd slopes s Ostrov Crlittyanyy is about't rnil.es 
otTj?ncc?e. f ancl. mxtike’v rocks are Xocated afocnit 1. stile of fshore j 8ai ;f ts 


.i v ,, ,‘cj [To '-C ■;, r 1, 1s •. o •':.■;■ r^ovAio., 


Tb'j approicb to tfee feeach n; 


i-fc's Byojfciuvfoi has fTat-foott.omei alopoa, roaJry shoals extondip 1 vjj e 
offshore-.* sBodemtf surf, ar,:1. drift ic ohe sootb, ffee .aj^roacf: >.> ,:.he 


S!Al ''"* ' 3 ' : ' : 'tr'li ©f %s pyaaiomn has f lvr,»foot'fcasaaa slopas 


a r-cik < f.h;K! 


OT -'- f nortcierr. ettd> uusders'.to aurf, and. drift to fcsie SO uttt 


S-E-C -R-B^/Cwrsoi. 
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ered 


4 4 ,..,... . . ........ 

l‘be approach to fcirinekaya Klosa hae f iat -bofctotaed siopes. 


shoais> aoderc.ti: nart. and drift tc the scaithvest . The approaeh to 

! jjr 

Oatrov Sara hes f ttet-bottoeB®d elopea f light eurf* aad drift tOj the 


j i' f n 


«OBtb 4 Wfirt . Th« #. j-'.voaw:* to the hceeh ers.-a north of /ustara Jjia» flat*. 

" . ' c 

hcttcaaed eiopea.: 3--r#3y «.h.oals 0.? Kile MTshore in the nortL aid 1»5 
aflas in tbe aoafii* aocer&te aurf, aad diift to the eotth. | 

1 ■ ■ . ir: S • 'S 

B. Xni^ai Ttaj's.cl.cristice ; ; : 

» . •fir'W «. •*' «r -4 • •«»*■»»**.»** ■» ■' 

Majijr h.furogaaxAiic fefiturss in tfta coast &1 zom fzoait Balcu 
tc the Xi’ajiiaii hccc-er ctneist of ir. jearlttjnt oalt iakes , vhiet tuaro. 
ir.to salt rmu. it tijBmer, rear$hes» cw»l irtermittent Btr-asitts iri tho 

jw 

Bcrthem evrear icmse ftetworic of jpertaaosnt streaiBS, several 'lfrge 

I . : * ' 5 ■“ 

lakaa,, and nu»»eroifc svaasps in tb« central area; and in the souibem 
area a heavy eonf MvcraticOT of tjrings and iaoantain atreaais in t'ne 
falyeh Kenge e.nd ’ ri nere, svattpe, and lagooas in the coaatal lo|land. 

1 » fey:h e:rn ,»y 

0n. ihn west side' of e be-ach ridga a fe*# tailea aouthvest 
,}f Baka* 3 intarc- lect-ed rectengttlar iiitenaittent salt latea paraliel 
tfee ehore for 9 asiles-; thc average •wi ith of t-he iakes is. about. .1 reile. 
Isero Kmanoye ts in tb.e center, and Sy.t-hiy Zaliv Puta {foraeriy a 
g ylf ) is in the soul.hwe8t» Several oiber Interaittent s&llne laltes 
vith aalt -encnwt-td shores fill shal lov depressiona west o.f the coaetai 
s.akas and hills . Tie largest is 801 »' Geffush-Altnu-Cfcalasi e sait 
„,a,ke &hctJt 3 aile.s Jong and 1 miie wlde, vhich ia ioc&ted .8 isiles >iue 
west of Putai. ot aep , netuml erebankaents rise at tbe northei&| and . 
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Approved For Release 2001/09/03 : CIA-RDP79-01009A000500030001-3 


Approved F^iikelease 2001/09/03 : CIA-RDP79-010W&000500030001-3 

gottthexn- «dgea 6f . the .1 eX:e bacln. an>i rcciry alopea vith evea grades 
hordar the rsorv&aasterzi portiea. Thcee othsr ehaHw salt lckes are 


£ ■ 'E ■< i ■* f -E - -'C tS‘t c .,U • 


! !f| 


iO'fUet t'-'t-i'; 


rnilcf '•f.ortd <>f .f--j.loc ’ tlt BaashWU.ttttt**Chalai. i . 


k £t cf t'vj w4.' * th rt, •ir/ter.-iitt&i'.V': strwaajfc lt» the os isial 


a « >v --:t c : : 1 B , v 


5J tv tc .* fcsl : : 3td ■m&tlmi er dis 


s',am'>;r thc *»■* 


- -4' ,’j *I V;-j *i .. -: 

! l.f. l ': K v t i .!. . i + 


acwa it aprlng. 3y’ Lai;e 


n-e?; t- :id co fco ,rj ., ; gws-Eqp ci indef Ind te extent 


■ d. U 2i, ii 


k .,ii 'n&rstey area& vS td njiierous 


'•: l-idUir;* 


iocitt-d- W'Stii a , . -. 30 .:. 


Kare-Deg. ±a liiiel-act 


v«gS.S}-j fci. liisih-fe jf a fol Lcva -a« L»:i.,fiod hetveer Qors. E' tLi/sili 
£.itd iioa'a ly&£nlKp’* l >:j5 soii.theejriterd to the ooastal railvay . U&iathfe-sr 

lc*ng, is Xoewted betWeen iizhe.yrardcechmaz dEtl 

1.-J'fe£> village of C^air-iJag. Inffiasffmble gullies and retVins® ;riii::k the j 
uif.iiLr>tai ri3 and hiil 3 nortb cf tiif Pireagat diver , but 'pe-.raianei:t str ejams 
oTB entirely iacktag. I ; ! • • •[ 

Tfce firBt lfcv.;e pemar.ent liver sciufcb of Ba3cu ls the P Un-km.% whlcb 

- ■ ' ■■ ‘ !■■' T :■ ! : 

fcfes it BOfcpree MM 00 tha southem Tlaxk of tbe Cauc&Sus. ; Sftiifc . streaai 
ufhiftlly ter»inatii ta tb» sandy, «wa»pj*. vaslses aoutbwest M /illaty. ! '• ■ ! 
u-.iy daricg fcbe $f::iag btsb water pexdLod ioes the Pirsasat -sts-ish. fdfew 
Cftfipian Stta. fhf Pl?l#agat falley soutke&st of Havagi ccB)taiifcs| zwaeototts 
tributaries :snd liutribuGfiritts of tfce afcln streai* sbort liiscot nected 

sfcre&iBS appeirinf axal diaappearing e.t randfitu, a maaiber ot pafielble 

' . I • u>. . - • . , r i I 

salt niB rshes, ainRiitpa » and clatemo c C'neentr.i.ted' along the bfcse' of ttoe 

hills f.laakl.'ig tfy* vttlley tj the nortb and .5-outh.. A sectior. or the 


i ; 


- 13 - 

s ■" 
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rmr Ktelaao drles o£> ccsaplitei; 

AU Pireag&t chsiwsi© fol-Uw' tvletlag course® 


bs^iks Icm bv 


ocT AXysty. 


soat!i of-tbn PirteHgat River i.a tfee m. 


(--•*■£ iiry ctraeR TBwie nost of the yemr 


e-cjiie 


outhem edge of 


isteraiijr fciii. a aa»ll salt, n&rsi* «t tt?c 


The issrer ljiv*a flo.->ipIala 1» r*M®xk&'±e for lt« great ®i.|ber &M 
of iiyds'4i?a|mia fteettires- deep Ktora Ri|»tt| ; |ti«dm|«S; 

the piain (iigwi' s " : * Coiuitlass doBely-apaced strea»s dootejtho Kara. 

| ■ ' ; j | ■ . • . , 

fiow cut.wari tr^Li t.Ue ssiin streara ix.< mtxy. dlreotioas to Ic3y ; l|a|l sva*p»-. 
tjo-ije a. «^aigbft, J}*i ..sa.lt raarshes are erteasive ead tRa»roub' lbftfca Kara 


Lowlanl 


jj.m feas pronouooedfiifJSJacbaPe > feigli natorol ; l|r 
d'lfeesj aid & 1 0.-15 lrregular delta wfesre tt*p 


Ihe Lower 


taoa-sftfttt: 


l’he f current 


eo'.atyini.i, into the sea 

froa 0.3 fe«t ■!•*! ^ioad tc 
‘eei vida 


into .-jfvfcral ams befor 


■hrencfe. 


low vater t v> Kura is 400 to 600 


.1 I l V . : 4 * ■ - 1 S i I -r! .i ; l 
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and l£ to 30 ff!»t deep- T!ie stream ie iiVeeyient Ly tftiin tlte 


adjecent lftTftl* «r<fd utaua its ?c::e reqpires protective •iites 


rit4tia tb 
ii a#;\y p. 


1 i i\ 


W plices » 


aifjli .wafcer xv4:'Vlov agn-.<uly oocucs sDaai;iia& befueen HaSti ftA.vfcfcg 


s»f iutd'3. iU-t-t ' -n.tet -per.ui&'’ oocor fro* throu^i S*}.jf^afc|r 4nsr l.a 
thts' -«inte? . 'tt? s.?ctioa of tbs river d* 3 es not rtc-ia-4 ly frseze 


Ln wlrAet. S4 .•j-feav 1 i* *b* poiat wxere fht/Jkuaha River,,.. ar f .btrocat aarfc : 

1 i-ih 

fiM or tur» fur 1 -, ti--- ache<i i'rosn tue *M.a «tzee«i a»i tvX&* 1 |*». ywy 

i 

fLrst 3o*ih'rfQ| ; end tfaea «i>utheaat tosard. L&Xiv 35*ui SUcov|< CjWictless 
litcheo ai»i'> '3 ’iw.h out i'i-om the Akusba . Tfee Akusha ia irc$ 100 1 ;* 'IM.i 
fe*tfc vi.de * i.3 w i-.: ftei; uesp* and has en amage velooitj cl’ 1 to 
1.9 ;|<tsc>r:fi... ' Thci segia® of fche Atesfca Is ^tttefetly | tfcf? : ei»®s 

.13 for the lowuf i' to-a wxih maxitnua flow cccux'i'i ig ia t;pilng sx.d nininasR 

fiow J::.. L-ite ifunrer and i.» winter. Fhe Aitusfca Is fcrid^r*! i|i Kany 

j ' ' i : 

p.lfece$ i ■ . \ ■ !? 'j ■ l[- : ; : . :M | : ‘ i- . 

' ■ ' ■ .. -1. . : ■ . " ■ : : M ! ■ ; Mf : !■ 

®.>.e ext.w4i»aly dsnee uetworic of iacfge aod mBa.ll stj»ea» and' ijit^eifc, 
aaay of vhiiii lure diked, cauld sericua.ly haacjer v©i4.cul*a- %k*tp.Q}-x? 


movsment ot The cUuiiaage and irr:tg«t,ten ditcaei ffc^jwafciy., ?am 

saali :"ects.xif'.lif;3 a .ew h.i.nured yards wide &.cd less fchan 1 Jifi.lt lcn-s< 


m the aprii5K 'IpiBdit-ds oi’ teagwrary ponda aad lakes reeul.t f ra»* djfsr- 'f 

I ■ ? 

.flcw ori tiie K'ut -a and secondary etreaais. f 

; . J ,;| I 

X nuntb’trj of aalt lakes are iocated on both sides of tlje About ; | 

T .isUeJ w^st.fci* 3al.-yany is the Xarr*5 salt la!<« Ozero 5takj«iidate;|a Cthe 
corihtf ns 4i-:5«£haia on tha AMS aap) aad about tbe sam disfc i*w> sifc.UwSist' .of f 

Osaro >Ia3d®racthaXa ts a larse awaiap lake,|*ifero Akh-Chaia narirabm ' ! 


0 Makj»an4jhaXa ts 4 larse awaiap lake|lillsro AJth-Qwrt?* natigablej |j 

for snall boafcs. hoth X.iko3 flactimfce in sise and are bor.|ersd l*y swwa aund" 


V3-C-R^-T/:C»TR0S. 
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aalt nrnj*8h©So ■ The outlet of MaKonudchala is the Arroysaka Rrtvcr 

! :l I ; 

which flows sduthward at a rate of C.,3 to 3 U 2 feet per secoiid to a-'id 


i ■ 


through the lar~e swamp Kirovskiy Zapovednilc (a i'eserve for'vater 

| | [ ; 
fowl and other birds) * 

| 

Another s|alt lake lie3 in a saniy depression xcidway bet-veen ihe 

I * • 1 i i ' it 

Kura at Sal J yany and tne ridge about 3 miles to the easto the 3~mile 


. !| J 

long lake contains 3everal islands three of which are toppsa by cld 

I ■ ' ■ : ■ 1 : i : 

burial moundG.<i On the Kura delta north of tfce river is the pooch~ 
i ^ .. [ 

shaped lake (Jgero Yakopinskoye which is bordered by sand on 3 si3os 0 

' " - ■■' :: ! } '■ :;j ; 

there is a narrow lake h miles in lcngth? A railroad. 


I 


At Neftechala 


;i f 


i ■ 


bridge and 2 t) ard—bott oirie d fords 1 0 6 feet deep oross it u Large 

| ' h' j i i f 

expan 3 es of pissable salt marsh which vary in extent in different 


and the Kura* 


seascns are Xocated (1) on the ssndy coastal bolt between the Piraagat 

| ' ■; ' v -' . f j ( jj j | ,f } j 

(2) straddling the Kura River cn "the delta south of 

' j ! - ■■ ! ■! | . ■■-H 
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tove a small <|i.eaharge of coo*i quaait/ wuter. 
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i 3 

: h 

4 

■ -H 

tf.-e ri: 

tld 

-1 

4 

i " 

E: eT®rt! 

; ; 

CO'34 

4 

■ ifj 

! Ir. sipiner 

•tl-l 

i 


is r are,, and in most years, ice is absent alcng the coaat* | Ir stjsiner 
daytiwe tejnoe&atures abovc 90’? are coranon in July and oat 

cool nights clsrirg which tenperatures drop 20 to 30 degre^ri are Ohe 

rule „ [};■:■ 

! ■■.■;■: ■ '! i ; • 4-} 

Wlth t'ne iow temperatures of winter the relative hu»i«iLty o:\ the 

•: i t 

'Baku' - Aatwtd coaat is at a mociimma In fall the relative ftnBsSdv.ty on 

the coaat wiia be fairly high on many days because of riiriSf wa.*l|er* 

\ ■ . f 

•“ 22 ■» : i. - 

■f ■ . ■ ' ! ; 
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In summer thfe air is very dry anri hot, with even fche e; 5 jrlyj snorrojng 


hoxrrs frequetoly havin? low relatiw hjmldit.i£s 0 


xpitation 


p r| slDdtation, ia general3y scanty in most of thej 3alca t Astnra 

J . ' H. i' " ■ ;i ; ; ■ ; 

• ^oasxai mgxfi* Ja th« part of the region Ijiing to the' aofcth of ! the 

latituoe .©£ ^zyl-Agacfc j hcwaver, the predpitatloa inohjaLs mk £n !: f 
the Lehkoranj Lowland and Talysh Motntaina it is ahnndahto j Th« 
yeariy preeijlxtati oa o.f $0 inches for Lehkoran* is in ah&rt cont£a$t 


dth the' avei|;ige of 73 inches for Bateu . In both 3aku ml | Lenkok^* 


,he MajclmuM ofccurs in fall, and the raini'muot in snnaerv In j Hev’eaijje^ 


the wettest ijjc.nth, precipitadon averages 8*5 inches ialI ; je|koranf ajad 
x 0 2 xnches inj Baku, Mud. and eoft ground conditions are chiractejjisjbic 
daring the faj.ll rainy season« In Juiy, the ciriest nonth, 3aku averhges 
only 0»2 inchjjs and Lenkoran* 1*9 inches. Dry, dusty gromjd is typical 
n SUIT: x r » especxally along the central and northem sectidns of the 
coast , In thh drier areas precipitation occnra on 2 to 3 <iiys e/jch 


month varyingj with the seasorn In tho roore humid areas it joccurej on 3 


ho 11 days each mcnuho In the coastal lowlands, sorae of tfcfe winter 

I ' I ' ! I ]"■ ■ ■■ : | : 'i ; 

precipitation j is in the fom of sncw« A» inte naittent sjnpw cowsjj fro» 

j ' i !■ . i ]• 

2 to 6 inches j deep is sometimes present for a few daya, f Irs ths r alysh 

1 ’ • •• ; • 1 j ■ f ■ ■ • I 'I ■ 

Mountalns, hajorer, snowfall is conaton throughout winterj, ahd thej sncw 

cover :nay excied 3 feet in depth in sona placeso 


0, Suriace Wir 


if • & ; i 

f ... ; [ ; | ;; | 

Nor|h winds prevail throughout the year at Baku sjsd weet or 


nortfcsrest vrinis at lerikor&n' « The winds along the northern part o.f the 

: i 
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coast a.na ug ifeHjr stror\{?, often exceeding 33 rdles per h<r: p in «e.locity 6 
lalss ar»? ohferact-r i*iatic at Bakn in all seasona, btrb irt srmwr ■uhaigale 

f ’ ^ f j 

frequancy rei;3»s &e hi^ as 13 per raonth. Lenkonan* has k*ry : caBlm 


sVhTT* rv ...I? sidjftto r w^st ifirKis at -^itkorari* 


assocuter! • b rt.fldly rlsing temperatureao In sunmBr -fchk eret, >>ri thln 
a fsw ml.UiS the coast has pleasant aftemoon sea hrdeae|& uhile o.ff- 
shcre wind* $^ce«i.aate at night. ■ r 


'•«i ':b 


v ij;.hiUt i y an.d Oloud Cover l 

f ’4-» ^’tarj, and early apring are the cloud5.eat|-partc of 


t'-e year, Tl* raasosr of daya when it least 0*9 of the ckyus cleud 


eovered avor^jp* 13 to 20 days a mo-jth frcm October thriviig| 'Harof«„ . 
oujnmer ,tws tffe least clcmdiness# In iu?ust. the month th» i«aat 
cloudiness, tje average is U to 7 clondy dayc, Low, ofieja iccntiaucRia. 


sheets of -tit tus cloudc typify the cloud cover in f all’ ’ an | wint* r, whila 
o bro‘.an covec cf ounulus i3 iiaual in spring,, Sunmer cloujiness osually 
consists of the cumulus type* 1 ■ 

ogs and au3fc are the principal restricticns to viaibiMty along 
the coast. % contraat to the interior of the Transcaucas’.o, fogs 

JJBy occur alojtf the Caspian Sea coast throughotrfc the year. S The fre- 

i i i ! ; 

quency o.f fogf in winter, hcwaver, is higher than in sumrEH, The 

s. : 1 S ' y' ■ i I 1 

Janu&iy avrrago is over 3 days and the July average is Ipasi fcha«i ona 0 

I ' T'l ■ ' : 

Lust is comoi ovc.r the Caapian 3ea coa3t throughout the yesr 0 iven 


when the sky :3js clear of cloudr,, the high centent of dusfc ir the air 
gives a haay sjppearance to the atmosphero „ Although fali aid vrinter 
rains he.Lp to sefctle the dust, they lihewise reduce the ti 3 j.bi:iity,. 
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Rlght las-is for apprcxljcately 5' hours In sDeoejpber snA 


Itwreasws a*fcj to ".2 houra in M.?rch. 3 The longest r\»ys|aj*5 in Jur 

t . : ,1 . ■ i ■ i 

I 

there i| ;*n fmm* ot 1» houre of d'.aylight# Thg» Mjdajy 

•ieor.?au**Js at j ir.e rate of abottt X hoor a routh thereafter» j 

i t j . * 

VT , . S«ttXen4*lt - ;f I . , 


*}\<i pep^latloa of tiie B«kw - Astara iiegion is nodfer«t|ly dtehsci. 


but ujajTenlv ] dist r ibutcd The hlghest dsasdfcies of 125 6r| a»rs persoiis 

i ji 

per sqpare ?n|le are fotaad in ifca ira?ed:Late rioinities of t|e twc cities 
of EsJcu ar.d itn.ko:r;m r Xn tl» foothills of the Talysh ItouitaLni vest 


2 5 to 62 perttios per rq-uare *Lle 0 Esnsitios below 25 per •quarettllB atre 


norfchward frcH Mys (Cape) Shikhov to Nfys 3ailov<. is actr^liy a southern 

i: ■[■.;; i 

extension of nhe city of d a ki„ Throughout this strip bv.0fings and oil 


tovrers are iijfceiraiixed xrith little discemible pat-fem^ $elt 
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of LijnfcorarT'' deusitiet are mo^e tnoderate, ranging frcw 6 2 jto 125 
persoiis per iqoitrfi mile. Mosfc of fche :'o?nai.ndsr of tha i’evion’ «-• the 

: ■ ! f I ; | 

helt along tfjcs fTur& and AkuSha Rivers, and tha foothillr. ct tha C&ucatsvs 

J 1 j ' ; 

in the northa.fcn part of. tiie rorion — is characterized ly iensities of 


snco\mt»red qtily io tbo marshy lowland vhich cuts acroar. tfea rogion tc 
a northwesfce^i direction from the mestern aide of 2ali;V ; Xjs|ni Kirova. 
and the s^ndy coaatal stretch bctween Alyaty and the mofth ol' the 
Khra Pdver<> j | 

The norihern area of higti population density'in the r> gton stretcbes 
frcra. Baku alxut 12 miles southwestward to the vicinity of llhongar* Kyzyl* 
Tepe, and Ka»u*Dag 0 Tbe eastern strip of this area, >iiich arteads 


- icijtttc*® . . m .• 
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btlements are fcund 4 uanally at 


i- 

: . 4 


less tiiatt I?.!' ’ rtil.lc-.'. r-ie settlementf- hern are sma?.I 3 e**en fche Irlrger 

. 

oms corsist t*f fewer t-ian 20C- inhi\blta:nte a The larrjer setjl-.Lewaifba 

i • ! i[ '■ i 

A.re uauftlly .U'jet?-.'. at focal pointf- f.lon-'- t?«j maLn trajka|»riLatioi> 

ftrteri.se. <-« t^e ne.red ro&ds s.nd th« railroadj wherftas tHe sjjnaHeif 
vcrsers* aettlarwT.ts are scattered tbmjghout tto oil flel#- > Ii. ad- 
ditien to theie .r l?.nd settlements tlere ls a st.ring of abof-t a Lk/Jf 


.. dor.er tiny fiihln? Til'iagea disbriiuted aloog the eoastHhei; of .« 

■■■■II ; 1 i ! .j 

ftrea.- Kost. sottlswenta are ju3t iiregular congloraeratio^ |>f brii.ji.dingo £ , 
Some se't.tienifciitw n&ve ecne.rienced £.rcvth in recent years, Iara-4‘|tc if 

i ’ " '" \ f " ' j" ■ : 

reported to h|v8 ©xpaniled ccnsideratljr in siae since i/o.rld fl'ar II], A 

, ■ 1 1 1. 1 , * ; I i’ 

mm leaidentlfl area o.f one and t«rc-stor.y houses has tseteb bjjtilt a|id isl’ 

occupied raainly by' . ! ’usalan oil workere. f 

! - ■ ■ ' ■ : |. | i ; j ' | 

Irt tha a^.ia 'cktending southwaxd fron Shongar and !?ap^.*|ag tc-f the 

■ ' :■ |> . * ; "-’H I | O ! I ■■ f 

east-u'est mi^road between Alyaty and Ali-Bayramli ' the derjsity ofj .! 

popnlation de^reases noticeably« Ssttiement consists priaia|ily cf 

'■}'<. ■ ■ . : ! I I • . : ! 

maaerous. tenp^raiy. camps, about 2*5 to L ndles apart, 'lt'ikt) |pp©arUo be 
used for houstne cil workers, Most are irregularly shaped $lusters of 
a half ctozen |r tiosen swall buildingSo These settlements a|e invariably 

located on thfi patches of low level land that are scatterec \ in ih$ hilly 

' : I I 

terralr.o 0entjra.Ily one or moro cisterns have been construciod near 

i I | i > 

each oi the settleinents to provide water for the inLiabitantjo 

t 

In the ndrthwest corner a sHghtly different settlcrffini pattsm 

i . t 

appears Ln ihe ",'icinity of Khan-Kuli and Beyulc Kaftarmu T|i 3 area is 
the winter hejdquaiters for nomadic herdsmeno In aunsuer th|se herd^men 
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rri «rr 


, | ■ • m i : 

drive iheii* lf Ms •.lorthwest’.rard tc nastnres at higher eletaifions o.f 

j : ; 'f ; 

the Catseasns ..* The nnpsjroos isolated sfcncks which aopekr aif fairly 

rRpcliir in’:.e\4vals siong- tVue r&ilroa-i ars orobably sheltero ; 'or stiin- 


tanarme ■ap>. 


i at the 


Fishi ».?’ ■vj.iiagesy which. sre us'ualXly 


t#>ads c? tf.e .‘•haXXcw eM&ymnts? aw al.eo scattered alcn-j tMs part 


of the o-:>ayt J 


the Irr-o&d Xowland along the ?irsafrat River the $«ati.Xem»t 


pattem also fchangrs atoi*uptXj r « Settlewent-s becorae fewer ia niasfod: 


Fa«® # which a|.«cia.lizes in -the production of sraluu At- okisM?. (a towp 


on the railrcfcii 1 rile nortii of MiriaaU.) is an oil settXe^ent whereas 

i r 

the lTportcnc*? of Alyatj- appears to be derived from ite fuafction a$ a 


a$ a 


-■■■wwm 

t • i m 


• m 

i • ■ m 

i * 


but largqr mii morc cc«f)act> Befo -Vferld-^ar XI the t-woj • 

Kavasrl and Al^aty* aaeh oonsisted df abont 2,000 to' 3,006 : 

]'.'.• : : 1 7 I / : ! 

>!ava;n. is :.oc#fed m the middle of m ejrtensive grain areaj fwo railea 
soirtb«&at* of kavagi is the Beiiya (prot.cbXy r«nawed by aoirj 3tata 


m.nor Xandin^h.. Tlie Xatter aettlenent fcas atorage .warefc6u8<t?' an^ :ood ; 
rail and ;road| connections inland. A satall sawnill ±s Xoaa'|ed ne;irby w ; 

apparer.tly tq process tiraber that is brought in by sea.. A jyaty also 

; | 

inclndes a hajf.pital ahd fishery.. The hilly terrain betweed havasji and 

i 

the Alyaty » kli-Sayranll railroad to the 3onth also provi f es pe manent 

sites for a rfi nber o.f ytsrtas (dowe-chaped tents used by nomdic lerds* 

1 1 I ;■ 

tfien) » 

i -•-',■ 

In the ajrea bebween the AXyaty - Ali-Bayrarnli railroat and ihe Kura 

I ' ■'!' 

River the setjtlement pattem again dhanges.. Settiement betliinses iocelise 
8lmo3t entirepy in the vrestem hai? of’ the area, while the iitSieed nandy 
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and rnarshy eaJ+xJrn half is virtually uninhabited exoept- f6{p|t^e oil 

i : : ; . • i 

field area neir Urraga b and a few s«all fishing vill&gefe di rectly on 
the coast C?J4ure II). Khidyrljr, l- «43».? northwest a.f Pirs&gaL, is a 

I . ; f ^ 

tdbced settjan^fv of oil vorkerj? ami U'-re ycock herders » 1 1 'he i oteildi?s®s 
in KMcyrly a.fe- ooastrocted of olaj, and for the »ost- oart jire without 
windo ws« Ia Uic ve-jtera fcalf of ti.e area the popwlation is| concetttrated 
in srmll «ett; .rmjenta ai.out 3 to 5 r-dlea apart, Moet of thej oettlemnta 


are irregvlar clnsters of bulldings that form units of a stfcfce cotton 

f 

' S 

farr>r„ to werei* the three oc3Lleetive farra villages in tte cisater, tlovo- 


Khaladslr, Chaj.laly, and' Bashirabet (1 'niie soutbwast of CtiailaXv)> 
exhltii shoe-ltring- patfcems. Most of the settleraents ei 1 © lafcated along 


irrigati on ch^iinels. 

In the ajea from the Kura Rivor south to the exfcensive >w;rmr- tliat 


runa bstween ‘ ho northwastern side of Zaliv Iraeni Kirova, an| Oseio Akh- 
Chala tr e popr.lation bfioomes sornewhet denser but considerafct/ note 
concenfcrated „ Practically all of the popialcttion is distrlb yfced in an 
alnost continubue line of elongated villages along the ttenkr. cf the 

i I; ^ '' 

Kura aric Akns|-i Rivers* The sole exception to this pattem, is fotmd :ln 
the araa direutUy sonth of tlie Astanly - Bank portion of th ■• Kurfc. blver 
where a numbef o.f villages ai’e scafctered at intenrals of ab :>ut 3 to 5 
nLles.. A Larye ntanber of sheds ancl summer shelters ar«i alcc ciotilbuted 
throughout the irrigation fields« , j ■[. 

The largfest tcwn in the arca is Sal'yany, located at l|.e poijnt ; 

i 

where the Akutha riiver branches from the Kura. Before Worljfi ¥ar II, 




Sal*yany h&d f powlation of about 15,000 most of whom werel; AaejMs&ydzhani 
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II : Hf’nis,.. 

(^i opA^osooosbdoi 


and Ruaaians.,1 It i3 a ■major cottom ginning center for tjhe b.ira tpwiajido 

After the na?| * x?ri 3oner-of-war camj: xras located here« iiftr the release 

1 : : | i ; j ? ; i | : ? 

of 5»et of fcbf prisoners of war' in recent years the carapi have been 


coavertnd fyt ;se iy penal laborers*- 

Throagnott the fm-a ard Akuaha Lowland econowic actjlviiy foct'-scjs 


i •■! .! 


on the prQdaotioYi c* E^yptisn cottotu- Rowever, the procB^sjing of : 

\ • : j [' ' i : ; ! 

herrin?;, carp| and sturg-aon into ce.viar and other cann-»<{ prpducts is 

al^o im;>ori.an{ at t. e rno itb of the Kura Where two najor flsji protesslng 

' „ I 

plar.ts ar-3 Loij ifceo' :it oo.L‘ 3hoy Oriat and Zyiiydostavyy lultuji: « Ff-jrther 


to the souta i'ce two more olants at Kara-Kush and at tiiaj ete ireme .fcip c 

■ ' ; | ... .'■ ..■;■■■. ;:.! ;! M i ; . ; r f 

the Kurlnskayf Kosa (F'eninsula) «, Kefteehala is the centeif' af arotheir. 

!; • ; • ' ; | ! : j- ' " 

expanding . oil ’area* Several aew settleraent areas wero deve|.opid fcere 

■ - : j : j I , : ; ; I 

after 19h$c iacorcing to one report, they con3i3t o.f h?iufa|k~tij-pf ■ j 


» o f : | 


residenee.3 ’o? oil vorkers and their families,. Before the v&r t’re town 

i I 

' ^ I : 

had it:? own lfading pier on the coast, 5 miles to the aoptlifeasta 


The *3:r:«4dive cwamp that runs norfclrwest froni the Zalivi Imerd 


Kirova isjdevfid cf any perraanent sebtlement, but in tha cdaftal lcwlancl 

1 ■ ; : | ''ij’ i 

bhat extends ilong the coast to the south, settlement agninj takes on 

1 : : ■ j | I : 

the pattem of small villages — each an irrerpilarly shaped' conglo'iieration 
of buildingSo j They are generally distri.buted at di3tances 3>f 2 to 3 

railes, but Ihjre ih a feotndwhat heavier density In the vljbihlty ’bi j' "( " ' i 

Lenkorsx! 9 arid itilong the Prishibinskoye «* Lenkoran* road s where th® 

! 

population is engaged in the cultivation of rice 0 The popnlations of 
these villape; average from $0 to 500 persons* but there arti sevsral 
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settleiaents ti.it mrten.ally exceed this . arerage* In the srjfa notth 

j i 

of Lenkoran* ihfty : nclu>te PriahHdrsskoye tith about 5*000 t<? 6 y OCO 

inhab:lt.?mt3 Itfcre iiTori»i War II and Kovyyt Alvady and Kyjyl -Agac'h ‘.ztth 

j " ! f • ■ : [ ' ! 1 | 

abcat 2*500 cf - '.:Q ialiabitants each. : Aj-kevan, Qiga-Cho^s; Btl^cjy, 

and ?)rt Il’ii’is h*.ve _p-'palations cf afccul 1,000. to 1,5'X), | fess&ly waa 

i i' t 

in th'? 3S3»i rpovdcii Lon category before the t»ar but recent Skailet sinAll 

scale wapa in&Lcatc ita pbesent pooulation as beinrc in 'exnepa o.f |2*000» 

i . 5 ! I i ■ |: c : i 

Lenkoranf has a taixed populaticn of Ruasians, Armenisnp, and 

Ase rbay iahaioi j total liarj about 5,000' to 3,000 inhabitants l^ore t|be war, 
but pro’oably aomewiiat higher nov* The tovn. is a port of capLl foj| 1 1 


vessels on ropt-e frosi Baku to Iranian ports.. However, the bsy isj: ao 

I ■ | I 

shalloE? that iarge ships can not approach closer than ihr^® ra.leq froa 
the- shore» Kfcrfc o.f it is an old town with narrow streats- ; ajtcd bmi-stoijy 

■ i • i »: t '■ i 

masomy houses (Fis.ure. 12)» The indu3tr.ies are focused piH^wtrlly! oa 

' : : |} ; ■ : j 

the procesuing of lood products such as tea and fish« 

i . ' ' I - f I' : - 

South of ^eiskvrm* the larger villages include Ardhevajh' with in 
estimated ' popt'iation of about 2,CX>D, and Pensar and Sheakpritn wliJh 

l !| ' i : " 

about 1,250 ihhabitants each, There are fire villages, Gerjpat:ik,| 
Shikhascorard s Shclr'ili, Shakh-Agach, and Tangerud, wh?.ch havs about 
1,000 Lrdialdfca.it 3 each« 

Astara ii a border town which extends almost unin te rr • « • te dly into 

f t 

Iran (Figwe 13) „ Tt is important as a center for handling trak- vith 

Iran. A fi3hprocessing plant is also located there 0 Befors th? var 


Soviet Astara'bad a popnlatioa of about 1,000 or 2,000 people* 

- 30 - 

j : . ' : if ' S-E-C-R-E»T/cdNTROL ' ' j r 


Approved For Release 2001/09/03 : CIA-RDP79-01009A000500030001-3 






41 

Approved Fpr^Please 


then lt has p: 



m.CRCL 

-RDP79-010091 


density dropa 
averaRirtsr; abo 





obably grown soraewhat. A Soviet rei 
raen is ■reportidl to 'co staticaec thert. now* 

On the if rested olopes behind the coastal lowlsnd* ti 

•aff el-rirfcly* Villa;;tR h«re are much swallBri prolebly 
t 50 inh-?bitants, an<; rarely exceeding IdjOl pistaices 

. I | , : . [. ; 

between settlf n^nts averaye about 3 rdles, no raore than in bther k.rsas 

I i ■ 1 

priiK-ipally bfeaare there is a noticeable disoersal of tW indiv::.d'aal 

t «r».pose each cf thn vUlagas. Host of th| |settiff«ats 
ong ralley lovlands, cr in small clearings oti the vior* 


m 

’ j 


hottseholds thi 
are locate'd al 


gentle of theihilly slopos. Xhe cnliivation of tea is a $pfecial:^d 


. 

i. 


occupatlon ofj 


the inhabitanis at tlie castern baso , oS the Muntst 


I 


DTIe Ethnlc Cppposi.tioa of the People 


The oopnLetlon. of the Baku. « Astara Re»ion is predoriririi.n'tly 

i . j f ■ '! :■ :■ ! 

AzerbayuzhaniL Talysh, Tats, and Orrat Rus3ians coraprlse njbat of the 
reraaininc ethjiic ebsnKmts* | 

The Azer|:aydahani are iargeiy a roral people, inhabiting tho steppes 

in the Kura iLwland, In recent years, however, raany hfvo oorae to the 

i 

coastal citie|s 0 In physi.cal appearance, Azerbaydzhani are 
lonj; faces, dnrV. hair, and brovu ey®3o 


stature, have 


msdlLtw in 

; < 

j are 


’ 


ally araong the cld raen, The Azerbaydzhari sdeak the 

1 ‘ ; ' r : ' ■' ' ; ' '■ | ;J- ‘ ri -' i 


f. ' v. 


corrcncn* espec. 

Tatar languags, which is sirailar to jhe Turkish spoken in l|jrkey , 

’ ; | 'V . ' ! 

Tatar, Lcgethcr with Russian, aervos as a coraraon tongue alang raont parts 

of the coastol 


Ia ^ h the “ d ~ 

',-eople „ The Tats, who are related to the Talyuh, 1: 

i ■■ t '■■■ 'j : '■'■•'’” i ! 
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alcng the coa »t Itif the steppes rearBalh:'. The : TaIyBh fnd.Tfeta nfefteable 

the AzerbaycU: J 3 ni s fcut sreak the Iratdar.. laagij#(re or diafcecfts* Ail 

f . ' r : 

threv '&roucs ‘ '.vsleti, aric. the A,‘.erba.jd3honi have reltgici^a t±*s wi.th 
-Tcsl'ji*. rrcvps: cf i-Be Wsar Eest and Ctntial Asia* 

Th* Cteni Rur-;slan3 resioe in tf tcwns, espeeially 5ii the a/trl&L- 
strat.i»f tcd $ trat.o-.fi c centers# It^sdsng car. easily L« ide|itdUf.Uf'. b;r 


tlie-lr ’re?.t-er thysdcsl st&ture and Hghter ccraplexj.on$. Aijrf?biai«s a 

' | t 

Je*rs s Persianf, ar..c ntocj raccnt sext2ers frora other parbs c|' tho Swiet 


Jnion and Uuroce slso iihabit so.-ne ci th.e cities in swa'.Q wbafeerfi, 


7111 ... Trah.sroiiatioc 


■ ••> . ■ ■sxa.i#, i 


l'poac'B 

li#vl-ii|W«,i mn V . 


ihe: er.clii.re riorth-scuth exient of the Baku « Vrtare. Coaf/t-.\l 

| .]: I - 

- Sepion can be trarersed fcy rail, anc. a passenger serric^ bejLmen paltu j- 

and Asfcara is abailalxLe ' daily* The railway net consist* cfj tfce 
oxtreaiity of tfce £inku - Eatund llne, the ma:Ln trunk liaa ac&’oss tfce 

f 

T renacaiicasug t the easvnm end of thc- stratcgic Alyaty -* Dar.nl 1 ' fn -> 
LeninLkan *nd the CgmarJy' Hovyye - Astari line whioh bervmti >he 

southem half I cf the coastal rasion. All o£ tfcese lines art- Rustd uj. 

, | 

norreal gauge (5 feet) » Only the 3aku - Baturei line is • cbijdb le*trsck»d 
acrosa the coastal re<pion u 

I ; ! ;i 

Ahout 6$: i&les of the Baka « Ba.tunti trunk line, fro?n liitmd. to 
Natraf'is, lie v,4 thin the Baku - Astara He.plon,, 'Frott Baku 'a»e| IX oe igoes . 
northw rd fofe a'bont (} reiles to the tunction of Baladzha •’i' j*h«re it 
swinn^ southwferd t-rward ths Caspian coast* The line theji ruas within 
a few m3.1es ox the coastllne to Alyaty, At Alyaty the rr-vut p tume 
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* f 

vrestvirdy sroa sas the ciastal re;jic.n, and c'>nt.inuQ3 towetd f .vi.lisi 
dseo i.n fche .im4»rio.r o .! ihe l’raasct.ucaau; The line’s r-ri»iijwil 
ecorscaLc func&on is ic nove petroleiwn frosn the 3aku :-js 'olie 


BXaoV: 5ea aor 


j ,, 


Tde ra-’ 3 road is /na’rdHel.el Taj atilVlnc?j 


rtipsline ’jcich ia w used t:i t.c-irupcTt, IwrosetsBo Wifchf-a iWte ooastal | 

i l . • ; | 

regifta toe piriejli.no is apparcinti/ lald orj fche sur?ace u : | |i 

' - ; ; i ■ .; ; 

The eastftmcioct H5 rtle.3 o.f tle Alyaty ~ Dahul* fa - Le^inr.kaa 

railioad line puts due ■■•jestwrard acroas tJic 'Baku - Asta.m Re jicn.. As 

j . < ' j . ■ 

it, rrhs wwsfcwdtrd fcftis 1.1 na di.ver^e fraei fcfte liaku Bafctoni line f antil 

th«: ciisiarico bcbr?-?n rAa two reuches 3 i:d.les at the ■weatertifrarsriffi of i 

■ | - : ' : 

• ■ j : !'• •. 1 j 

fche coastal rafea-on, Bevrctnd ‘;he eoastal region the Alyaifcy i»}leninilcaja I •. 

i" ■ ■ ' | { ; ; I ■ : 

line parallelfi the U3SR - Iran border* 

Th® nortlfmt 15 id.ie.3 o.f fche Osjwunuly Novyye - Astijra 34 ne lis 

i ' ■ ■ j ■ . '|. ; I 

outside the Bapi - Asta -a Goastal Eejion,, The line branches frow:the 

■' [ ■ . . • i f. j 

Alyaty - IxmiiiLken line at OsmarOy Novyye, 12 miles' >rest : of |the 0pa3tal 

I . ■ 1 ■■ ■■ ■ : 

Resion,. The Mne enters the region approximately 10 jn3i©3: Acrthwist of 

, ! , ... : f ■ : ! 

the rail junction of i>al»yany« ^rom Sal'yary the line rma j.alof.-.g tfce 

; , ■ ! |. ■ ■; ; i > ■■ 

westem margiii of ihe coastal region to Frishibinskoye, The Hne the:a 

f I 

leads to Fort jll'icha on the Oasplan '3ea« Fron Porfc Il'Ichi the line 
runs along the coast through Lerikoran* fco the southem term.|riu3 at 
Astara,- : | 

i ■ | i j. ■ ■ 

From Sal*:, 7 sxy a single-track line extends 21 miles spuifceastxsrd 
to NeffcechalaJ This route was constrocted priaarily tc tap tfcs yctrcletsi 

1 f ■ f' ■:• ':■ 

■ : | ' I j j 

fields svurroui|dir»g Neftechalao A narrow gauge (2 fect f 
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Approved 


j. | | ?i :ili| 

F3tl|ileai50 2OO1/O9«)^ij^l^-RbP79rOldi^|fDO5Od03O(O1^ |i* «1- f«f 
•« lefiSs nortoward from Keftechala to the 



petroleum lin^ lefiSs nojettward from Neftechala to the |iTer port 

of 8ol*sh07 C'tlat 

Tae hea i ->tost traf/ic of t> e erti re ceasrtal rail net. flp T .re th 

\ . 1 I 

rcia’lTjly sJi-i -t rs:..l '-irsd.ch hetwsr 3akn and ilyat/ and t|?-« Insjst 
■i.ncvj'ii „ e>;-:-r 'Sl ( / c3iy - .katara teg»S’.it.. ^ivo pa.’S*s*ir«*| in 

oaeh cireptioi and ■sevsrnl. freight c.rci eii. trains run d^xjjyj o»«c? t-he 
BaVa - Alyatyj atwtch, Only on® ps**enger train in ea»h di^ecticn anc 


i i | 

o«e ta three f'reirtt tr-ains daily »**« the 8al*yany - iatarfc arm, 

Passfingoj- tra.jns nake £.verage speeds of 20 to 25 arUesj' ver ttour 
betw-een Ba«:u aod. abcut 15 nd3es pe-r hour on tha Alykty « Dahul a fa 

route, aad 17 to 22' wLXes pcr hour cr. the nm southward to jUtam. Oil 
trelns attain siadlar average speeds but ordinary frei^xt t^aina ajerape 
only 10 to 15 miles pe-r hmxr throuf$.©ut* . \ 


S, HoaiJ® ' : ! j J'.fS : , | ! 

• : : ! f ! " i < i j . i .fj :: f f j {■: : 

The Bafcu - Astara Coastal Regiort does not ha»e ad! eXfOfftif«^y 
integrated rcpd system., Most. roads are of local signifioa® ce onlyj 

2«latively fe*j are imorowd., T}ie trip betwnen 3aku and Astjira hiiwever., 

j • " ... I 

can be ma.de oier inproved road3,> 

From 3aki) to /.lyaty the Baku ** Astara road parallela tjhe Bal*u ** 


Batuird railrohdc. rrom Alyaty the road runs in a southwestdrlj' directi 

| ■ ; ! I 

to Sal*yany v4 : .ere a bridge provides a crossing over the fui*a Rifpr t 
(Prior to Worlp’ War II road traffic did not move directly tq Sal’yarsy 

i . . ! I 

but continued to parallel thc 3 a ku - Bstml railroad to haa: : ..J!ac.?»i»d s 


and then headfed sonth to Sal'yany) • South of ^al'yany thf htiad^o.Uofs 


the Osmanly hcvyye ** Astara rallroad for a diatance of 12 rtf les before 
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turning wwrtwjird W Fui hlclnr beyonl the coaatal re;gion* 

;>r. throu 'h A st rakhaa-Bazar j. ai t 
Ftck Pr' : .rf-iitin«koye t.c Arts r-i U*r 


?rx-ih"Mrrs,\-.ym and Lanl< jnv* 


fchen ifear’ss st\ 

Mhw&rd, ; s-:-5 

reaji »T; f;t Prii 

Frt.LbdX!;?kC; e., 

Sfdir-'S Me bai 

iv* cd' thc ial 

Lei’ik-oTstT;* artc' 

" S : 'fcS; ' B? : ti 

; l:.e . n-ui e rojii 

1? tf ••<. !?y*; 3is: 

«adbwa:?;!il froft^ 

frisjGilxif'Sko; 

of the -c.oa.stl! 

fejQaffl 'tO f*3“. XtQ', 

rosd in mrtlj 

' 7 /.‘c r'el-'i' ar." 

ThC' Balai 

* ‘.vlur’j roa< 

sfctxon bt?.t 

i ea • .'isost o? : 

oe cuBx.dersc. 
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Fr»n Le.rr^mn* to Astara tlr cnasrtal 


•;rs3t o-' Balra f t ‘ t’twajo.r.Ty) , *tfee ro.:u . ;.s reported tc he : <?rvri TsltJ 
aspiiul..; it fij j poasibiy 'oe pavec a3.'- the way to -Viyatjr-, 

3.M® th-r.t che stre teh fe-s.wsn ^Lyaty and hait 


’repo'rtts 

:ade:"goi';fi 3; £|--eat 'kisX of inprxrrejw-tnto t'rie road ls a,pp3iwffc 

r®a-oi*faced' wii-h ccsnpac ted • c rushed mck and /jravel. Far brjbiiich ’iijra -nO'i 

1 !' ■ ' ■ ■ . .. ■ : ! :!' | 1 

rBsurfaced bec.omes ijpassable tc Bsotorised vbMcXss- a.ft.f rt 3f|' pro4 

Xongcd rainsvf ' •>o«th of »al s yany the snrfoco ia predomindatfly’ en|srtfd 
ifock b\it soa»| sactions arfi- aaphalt p;<vcd* Major ■ rBpaiwf -^u^s . ©an^entli' 
■ynder vay on ih? crt.retoh between Lenkoran' and Astara* 

! I 

In the m rt‘:cm p-rt of the eoantal re.jxon* vhere tl'i® hootn.ais cc 
the Oraat CsLcasus Hountains. appiroairh the Oaspian sea„ the, itew ;«t proveo 
roadis and tferpug/: routxs are locatod near the sea coast, thir*p ■■nived* 
eoimfery road« whioh geoerally follow v#iljay3 and lowiapds <|;nipri,>e the 
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Yast '1?ialfc|: cf «.»••« irregnla? road net«. 


I 

scattered sf 

; 




* : i- 1 I 


been imnroTedv T'p rcve-T-snts useallj* coesist of litfcl* iditc thssrj rradine 

jt tie applicalion of a Loose gra*/el surfaco, Traffic sar. ir.-rro ■■r-vt 

ai'eso rosds tfi rcui 'hnnt toe year< fcecm»3 impassabio tc a«d 

.re’Moieg! for Paort .seriods after rain or anovfallSi Iferc^fl'avn 

; J ; 

traffic 1 s rartiy halted conpletely, Alon;» the Gaspian ocapt, in 


additdon to tlif Bafca - Astara Toad,» a srmil net of iisproverf road^. 

: . ' :. I ■ . ■■ ■ l : i 

vdsds thi’pu.ghi the petroleun bearing Kara.-*Cag area* fhese itoads i?re 
gr«i*e3. and saiifc aurfaced and. range betveen li> and 25 feot. :h srLd"5.« . 

.1 f ! f ' ■ ! 1 

ia tho cpntral part of the rei»S,oh roaits avoid the m*xp? an#i 

sandy -coiastaij termln an-i are concentrated at the regioa'g ^aste^n 

vBargin* Thaxfyia a. eecondary concentration along the Kirs fPdner ;fco; 

I 

tite Oaspian* | lhe road aet is conpri.sed prinoipaUy of ,ifii.rproveiI rpads 

and txa±3s „ fhe lietter roads haro & surfane of loose graWl or 


stones * Alon|r the Kura sand is alao utilie-ed as a surffoirfj rAtprlalc ; 

i . • 1 - f- ' i ; | 

Th® large, unj[:op«l£‘ted svarapy and ssndy area northeast o? ijjha SVjt, is 

croased fcy onjly a few trallso, This aiea extends weatwaid; • 'U'ii' 

Oaspian coaslt; to the Alyaty - Sal*yany road) its northe : m $.©s 
in the vicinity of 'fhidyrly, A sirdlar expanse, frontlng dn l'ai.v Iraeisi 
fTlrovaj, is lofcated south of fche Kura 0 The ^lyaty - Sal’yary sec f .m 

of the Baku «. Astara route, the Kazd.-Magorrsed - 5al*yaay ;rpap and .i-l-ve 

fc ■ ; f 1: }■ ■'.! : : ! 

:>ai‘ ya.-ij’- - Sej fceeliala road are the principal throui?h routesju 

The ff azip?agoi*r.id - 3al*yany, Sal'yany - Neftechala, s.r|i por.c. of 
the Al/aty - Sal’yauy road are trafficable throughout the j,4ar* fc'ost 
of the other pads becoine wddy and largely unsuitable for pse fj'r* 
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itil late Jiarchc Hcwever periods of wuddir SiJ continue 


to restridt nf>v>ir?eri -sintil TTay 0 ' | 

The iial» - Seftechala rcad j.a a reaently irprorec y twa lane 
ro*d faiong the rigkt banV of -ohe Kura, The road .rtfas ttldjngjan 


e»bardf«*pt aafl ! vea- s 'to follow Ue !*s«nc-3?o of t.he Kura ..Ftt-cr* ?r *0 
entire route |ls nrcbab’ly surfacect --ri 4 4i an aap/uflt-gzwrel aiprture-- On 
t-he outskirts of ffeftecbsda oil cierr'.cks caa be seen along laoth tridea 

I 

of the roac £ | 

In tbe amthem part of thc Baku - Astara Region tho \jettar r >ads 
are agaln fcuid on ihe norrnw ooasta'i lowland a The T&lya> Itountai.us 
have a vcry p>or aystom of roads 6 T}*e "lain roads of tha T^Ljnsh run 
-ilon.T the"lar»er ati'eam valleys to the coaotal lowland* Frjbia north to 

r 

south these v$»iieys are the Vilyashchay (Vele3h<-Chay) , bentoran’ 

(Iienlccranka)* VesharyUjj Tanfyarjni, and the Astara-Chay* Siiieroun rails 

■■i.;- - ■ ■ f; : I ' "^i f - I 

and 3hort„ oa*row s dirt rcads branch off the principal vaU&J'- rouv5s t 
There ia very little integratior of theae individual vaHe : f roac > et-d,. 
Only the roadif foHcxrlng the Viljashchay, Lfinkoran*, and Asj!.ara-(*:*y 
Rivers appe.ar to be Inrproved* The Vilj-ashchay and Lenkorad’ road lead 

w«3tward to tie Soviet-Iranian frontierj the istara-Chay rciid .fo'J. .*'s 

1' 

i 

the internati >nal bordero All are used for supplying frontl.er fcjs-ea* 
Extensive rep drs have been macte on the Vilyaahchay and I^4 :Cran? 


roads durlng i 
C„ Wati 


.he poatwar yearso. 
si* Tranaport 


Rlver transportation in the Ealcu - Astara Region is ne£|!.:.3ih“e s 

I ■ i. j . .... i: jfv .*0 ,4 .1 'A ;.j- . ; : J. | U£'. i : \ 

primarily bectuae the ilvBrs are shcrt and ahallowo bwall po&t ' X" r .£ili, 
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i }fi II 


of local impojL-tance moves only on the ?Tura Rivero Flai-*bo't|fconed boats 


ai-boilfcc 


'iraH.ijjg ttp to! 3 foot of vater can wrrLg&to the Kura at any Kto® «f the 

■ i' •. ' ' ■ ■ ;; 

;?ear .. I'rom 4>ril :o June, sme.ll fruiebters and tufis cen n® a 8 && 
the ■ town of 'Y^rlaifi a jaany miljes «e:rf; of the ooastal region« 3 a-'r .gation 
alonjr the ■ lcn4?r 0D>irse is Kresily r.raieded by shiftina: &a?id baa'3* li» 


alcne th® • lowe-r pcmrse is grestlj r r,r*»ded by shifting aand jfosrs* t XI 
bnsiest laadiicg is at Ssl’yanjr* Oil tarJcers plyiriit the Jkapifm :.Jea 
op«ret*J . rbfuXjrly .froaj Bol* shoy Oriat lccatsd ne'ar thfe moutih of *Jhs' 


fura . 


fhe Caspkan -wrc-hant fleet has shlppcinj routss/ frow Mca to : three 




ort lp * ioiia, Lenkoran' j» and Astarsi* An are oniy for 


siaall sM.ps a:: s;rrx>aches are shallow. larger vess^ls mupp anchor 2 : 
or 3 /a&iejs offshorc aod freight is ferried La by lightersj. ? The ;>ri.ncipsl 

articiss of t-rade are lisribor, fish and fish products, gr-iin and fmits,-. 
Lenhojnm* and A’Sta.-’a have sotne degree of importance as pcrt|.‘; c»f uall 
for vessels er,ga,;jed in trade uitJi Iranian ports. 

■ ■ . i | : i' | 

IX . Militar'y Installations ' \ 


The Bah 


I 

:.ui *“ Asi: 


,ara Coastal Ftegion is in yeneral not ; :he® r ily mli 


tarissed but cbncenirations do exist at several points* 


p BaJc-i 


petroleum: fields located slightly to tfce north are strongly defended l*cf 


«anti"-aircraft? &rfci31ery„ At least 6 airfields are alsd fpi|id on the ■ 

■ V 1 4 f :]* i.jj j 

Apsheron Penijisula Within the region anti-aircraft oositijnns. are 

t ■ !:J :-:ij | 

located at Lejifcoran* , dal’yany, and possibly Heftechala,, jSfralX hir» . 

fields are lojited near Alyaty, Pirsagat, Sal'yany, KeftxiChfla- lenkoran’ , 
and Astara, Astare also has a small seaplane anchorage- U >zae apoear 
tc be current|;r of great impartance . They are probably sta iJbj 
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facill.tie 


s nMch urn be readily canvertfd to fighter bnaes p’or the 


oefenr.e of ihr- i'-nVi. p$- ^rea-, Ttf /.lyaty field is or«'bf.fcI ,7 now 

*:>eing f# paXf.t trsdr.ing 0 The fieldt* at Naftecfcaj a . 4 'Urkccrm* $ 
«.nd Astara aj4;-bfe5.rg un-rd by ciril 'iirllnx.?,, They casi cnltjr ; 

.l' grd, wAmnpcifc'&s.i, - l . 

Ahd Vtjfua!:.. c • : i : . a of bc-rder ;uar;le trc. installatic?ns is riutn.bated 

| • . i . i 

along tlse .fov: 9t-IraEdr<E. rom:druT» A regi'iaent of trcops iaf repccfied 
i-o bs stutriorf i at istara,. • ! ■ 

iJalot'is a . raa.Ic.r opersting bs.se for the Soviet Navy's 4sspia« 


fj oti.'Xs , ^teti'.n ia ?saim ai ned prinarlly for training 'pp.r;)03f s, ' Host 

; ’ • ;| ■ ] ■ 

■:■£ tte 'TC-steli.' attrched to the flotiXU are srall consi3t«id|; -of’ -uits - ! 
; iac> ; -m t«rpet.o ' hoats, f'uc. boats, ’arlnesweecers, and pstrnl issis , Tl* 
’.Tsspiin fX'setj &lso haa ->ii:?narines„ ’-iie Soviet Haval Acads?:<8 ®.n;I r. 
eubsiastioe traiaieg achool are Xocated cear Qaku» T'he cfi ’ahjpre ihlsmd» 


?:etv«fija Bal'U imd the movtb of the Sa?a Piver are reported tc- be fChes 
of aaval actiiity« NavaX exercises have baen condncted ifi tbe Utr.Voraa* h' 
Astara 'Viciniirr ' ! I 
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The reliihility o.f tha iaformation dven in this report on iniand 
terrein, irejetitloii, ant! eLimacc ranges ?rnM rood to e:«cellf .,t , ?ha 

h ■ HMi-* 

la.cs' of ■r&cvxii 9»ope ani textuat matorials* t.ot-rever, prpfeiudte te jtccura 


aecurat‘ 3 : 


snd < ••• imolete t orrein dnricription of tho -jhe-re: and cff:-.iho3*e jslaada 


uydrogsupfcic ^iforeatioti i.j inremplctr, .pspcoially on-the C^apiap* Data 
cn populati on| t r ansportation, and mLLitnr.y infomaticit tre re^arded ar 
roliable but isjcoar&lete > I 

I j* f. 

The placd aames used generally coafora with those on tie is25' : .>OCO 


■orLentatioft maiie Sheet ot the oriantation map is 4 fcaoto ftbgjr 

" l I . . ; ■ ■ ! 

of ar. A* 3 prov .sional eheet, Oonaequent Ly it is not aocurajo in jcale s 


Another deficicnc/ of this sheet is ihat t*ie coastline "f che <J 


-j cis px an 


was not correai^d in contpilation, Aa a result. the southem •jneet coes 


not corre 


to the others# Sheets of the Russian 1* 


based on survn.rs of the period 1936-l?itO, which are avsilabio at the 

j 

Arrnjr d?.p Service '.ul'crary, pro'dde the largest scale map o^m;# 
fcr the re.riort/ ‘fhe aerial phctos, accompnnying this repor^, are 

l 

selected strip:, showing the northern, south-central, and s^rfcher* 
'oarts of the ragion, Series 1 (17 sheets, GX 31x12 B, 3£„ ?i-93} 


extende from Ebkn to Alyaty, Series 2 (16 sheets, GK 1990,, 72- ►B?) 

from Ondaha»»Kelya (.!> miles west of Kyzyl-Agach) to Kholmili i or*. tije 
coast 6 rniles bouth of Lonkoran' ), and Series 3 (6 sheets y (|{ 1990, 

3G_j 57*62) frcpi Mashlchan (about 2 miles south of Sheaheran) fbo Astara„ 


Mora 9xtensiv€j aerial photogijaphy is available at the Qraphis Jtyfjater 
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